This first issue of Dermato-Endocrinology in 2012 provides important new insights in the physiological function of the skin as an endocrine tissue and a powerful hormone factory. Consequently, papers of this issue underline, again, the high importance of the cutaneous endocrine system not only for a broad variety of common skin diseases, such as acne vulgaris, hair loss and vitiligo, but also for aging, the UV-response and a multitude of systemic diseases. An example for this relationship is the importance of the UV-B-induced cutaneous vitamin D synthesis not only for bone health but also for reducing risk of chronic deadly diseases including common cancers, autoimmune disorders, infectious diseases and cardiovascular disease. Many aspects of the important role of the skin as a powerful endocrine, paracrine and autocrine acting hormone factory are highlighted in this issue of Dermato-Endocrinology, again.
This issue starts with a section "For Debate," dealing with two independent topics. First, accompanied by a well- In summary, the original research articles, reviews, and clinical reports published in this issue underline that the skin represents a powerful hormone factory. We hope that you enjoy the reading and that our journal will continue to be an important forum to spread out dermato-endocrinology by representing a prominent and exciting venue for relevant research.
